
A SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

JULY 12, 2020 

10:30 A.M. 

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
  

 GREETING AND WELCOME 

  

 PRELUDE “Simple Gifts” 
Melissa McCrosky, Piano 

 

arr. Robert D. Vandall 

  

 CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 65:1-4) 

 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 

and to you shall vows be performed, 

O you who answer prayer! 

To you all flesh shall come. 

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 

you forgive our transgressions. 

Happy are those whom you choose 

and bring near to live in your courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 

your holy temple. 

  

 HYMN “Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet” #458 

  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

When I feel afraid, and I think I’ve lost my way,  

still you’re there right beside me. 

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near. 

Please be near me to the end. 
    

 CALL TO CONFESSION (Romans 8:1-2) 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 

law of sin and of death. Confident in this promise, let us confess our sin to 

God and before one another. 

  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Lord, too often we speak without pausing to seek your wisdom. We assume 

our own goodness and fail to question our limited knowledge and 

understanding. We hurt others with our hasty, often well intended, words 

and actions. We falsely believe our ways are your ways and condemn those 

who disagree with us. In this tumultuous time, turn us toward you. Remove 

the scales from our eyes and give us ears to hear your guidance. Do not let 

our need for earthly approval sway our commitment to take up our cross 

and follow Jesus. Forgive our failings. Take our faltering attempts at 

faithfulness and use them to lead us to your paths of righteousness. Amen. 

  

  

  



 ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Romans 8:1-2) 

 There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

 

Friends, believe this astounding good news, 

through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

  

 RESPONSE “We Are Forgiven”  

  

We are Forgiven. 

We are Forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

Thanks be to God. (repeat). 

  

THE WORD 
  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATON   

 Lord Christ, you teach in parables, telling stories in ways that draw us in 

and reveal God’s will. As we crowd around you this day, eager to hear your 

word to us, we ask for the ears to hear and not only hear, but understand 

and not only understand, but act on that which you long for us to know in 

the depths of our being. Amen. 

  

 SCRIPTURE LESSONS Isaiah 55:10-13 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

    

 SERMON “Sowers’ Gonna Sow” 
 

Rev. Jess McCrosky 

    

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD 
   

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Confession of 1967, Sections 9.27 and 9.30) 

 The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God 

incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness 

through the Holy Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word 

of God written. The Scriptures are not a witness among others, but the 

witness without parallel. The church has received the books of the Old and 

New Testaments as prophetic and apostolic testimony in which it hears the 

word of God and by which its faith and obedience are nourished and 

regulated. God’s word is spoken to the church today where the Scriptures 

are faithfully preached and attentively read in dependence on the 

illumination of the Holy Spirit and with readiness to receive their truth and 

direction. 
  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS 

  

 CALL TO OFFERING 

 We are to sow gospel seeds, scattering them lavishly everywhere we go, 

trusting that God will give the growth and bring forth an abundant harvest. 

Knowing that God is generous, loving and faithful, we seek to be so as 

well. Anticipating the joy of God’s over-the-top grace, we give our gifts of 

God’s tithes and our offerings. 



 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 Gracious God, we present to you a portion of the resources you entrust us 

to steward. We give them rejoicing in the promise that you will take them, 

bless them, multiply them and use them to do your will on earth as it is 

done in heaven. May all that we do be done with exuberant generosity in 

response to your overflowing goodness to us. In Christ’s name we pray. 

Amen. 

    

 HYMN “Seed, Scattered and Sown” #531 

  

Refrain 

Seed, scattered and sown; wheat, gathered and grown; 

bread, broken and shared as one, the living bread of God. 

Vine, fruit of the land; wine, work of our hands; 

one cup that is shared by all, 

the living cup, the living bread of God. 
 

Is it not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord? 

Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ out poured? 
 

Refrain 
 

The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 

The seed within good ground will flower and have life. 
 

Refrain 
 

As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown, 

so may the church of God be gathered into one. 
 

Refrain 

   

 SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

 Invitation to Communion 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and The Lord’s Prayer 

 Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup 

 Sharing Communion 

 Prayer After Communion 

  

THE CHURCH TAKES THE WORD  

INTO THE WORLD 
    
 HYMN “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” #286 

  

Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life a new, 

that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity. 
   
   
   
   



 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 Go from this place praising God, who sends us into the world to 

proclaim the gospel and to work for justice and peace. 

Give yourselves over to God’s wise and gracious rule, knowing that 

God can be trusted to make all things work together for good, now 

and forever. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 
   

 POSTLUDE “Mairi’s Wedding” 
Vernon Humbert, Cello 

 

Traditional 
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